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Check-List of European Orthoptera

Heller, K.-G., Korsunovskaya, O., Ragge, D.R., Vedenina, V., Willemse, F,
Zhantiev, R.D. & Frantsevich, L.

Abstract

List of all 974 recognized species of Ensifera (Tettigonioidea: 458, Rhaphidopho-
roidea: 44, Grylloidea: 91) and Caelifera (Tetrigoidea: 12, Tridactyloidea: 6, Acri-
doidea: 363) in Europe including information about their distribution.

Zusammenfassung

Aufstellung aller 974 derzeitig anerkannten Arten der Ensifera (Tettigonioidea:
458, Rhaphidophoroidea: 44, Grylloidea: 91) and Caelifera (Tetrigoidea: 12, Tri-
dactyloidea: 6, Acridoidea: 363) in Europa mit Angabe der Verbreitungsgebiete.

The Orthoptera are one of the most intensively studied groups of insects in Euro-
pe. As early as the middle of the last century the first comprehensive studies of
all the European species were published (FISCHER 1853, FIEBER 1854). 30 years
later these works were followed by BRUNNER von WATTENWYL's (1982)
"Prodromus der Europdischen Orthopteren”, a very detailed study of all species
described up to that time. The next pan-European study was by HARZ (1969,
1975, 1976). Obviously by that time the knowledge of this group of insects had
increased considerably, as can be seen by merely comparing the number of
pages dealing with Orthoptera s.str. between BRUNNER von WATTENWYL's study
(376 pp) and that of HARZ (1782 pp). Counting species, the numbers of described
species also nearly doubled during the time between these surveys (Fig. 1).
However, after the publication of HARZ's studies systematic research continued,
resulting in the description of many new species and the reclassification of others
(Fig. 1). The recent increase is based partly on the discovery of new species and
partly on the inclusion of species that were previously overlooked. Only in a few
groups of Orthoptera had most European species apparently been already disco-
vered (e.g. Bradyporidae; Fig. 1). In the following list we include all the species
(in alphabetical order within each group) presently known to occur in Europe, to-
gether with rough information about their distribution. Subspecies are not listed
separately. In addition, we indicate if a species has been recorded as pest and if
it has to be considered as endangered. Contrary to the opinion expressed in
many national "red lists", only very few species seem to be endangered at spe-
cies level. Even many local species occur in habitats not actually threatened. For
many others the rareness seems to be more related to the rareness of orthoptero-
logists than to that of animals.
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The checklist is based primarily on the systematic studies of BEI-BIENKO (1954,
1964) and HARZ (1969, 1975, 1976), and on unpublished data by D.R. RAGGE. In
the list of references important systematic or faunistic papers are cited if they
were published after the publication of the above mentioned studies or were not
mentioned there. For the Tettigonioidea the papers listed are mainly those not
mentioned by HELLER (1988), for the Rhaphidophoroidea those not listed by
WILLEMSE (1984). The pest status is based mainly on references mentioned by
MISTSHENKO (see References)

The different species numbers in the different regions (Tab. 1) can be explained
mainly by the north-south gradient and by the size of the regions. In all regions
except the Balkan peninsula (region 9) the numbers of Ensifera and Caelifera are
similar. In the Balkans, however, the number of Ensifera is distinctly larger than
that of the Caelifera, mainly due to the high number of Tettigonioidea. The per-
centage of endemic species is also much higher in the Ensifera than in the more
mobile Caelifera.

During the preparation of large systematic reviews errors and inaccuracies often
occur. We have tried to eliminate all mistakes, but we will be very grateful for any
comments indicating errors or overlooked papers.
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Fig. 1: Increase in the number of recognized species of Orthoptera s.str. in Europe
between 1750 und now and of Tettigonioidea between 1850 and now (based
on LINNAEUS 1758, CHARPENTIER 1825, FIEBER 1854, BRUNNER VON
WATTENWYL 1882, HARZ 1969, 1975, 1976, and this study)
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Map 1:  Europe in a Hammer equal-area projection, showing the borders of the regi-
ons mentioned in the check-list
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While the South European forms formerly included in Metrioptera fedtschen-
koi clearly belong to Metrioptera roeselii (see HELLER, 1988), this may be not
true for all of the South East European and especially the Caucasian and
central Asian forms.

ScHMIDT, G.H. (1998): Metrioptera (Vichetia) helleri sp. n. (Ensifera: Tettigoni-
idae) aus Bulgarien. Articulata 13(1): 11-17. In song pattern M. helleri is very
similar to Metrioptera tsioranni (F. Willemse, unpublished data).

OLMO-VIDAL, J.M. (1992): Metrioptera maritima sp.n. de decticino de la penin-
sula iberica (Orthoptera, Tettigoniidae). Eos, Rev. Esp. Entomol., 68: 115-
120.

CHERNYAKHOVSKIY, M.Y. (1994): Fauna and ecological distribution of Ortho-
ptera in Northern Ossetia. Entomol Rev. 73: 103-111.

KLEUKERS, R., VAN NIEUKERKEN, E., ODE, B., WILLEMSE, L. & VAN WINGERDEN,
W. (1997): De sprinkhanen & krekels van Nederland. Nationaal Natuurhisto-
risch Museum, Leiden. 1-415.

MoRIN, D. (1994): Contribution au catalogue des insectes orthopteres de la
Gironde. Bull. Soc. Linn. Bordeaux, 22: 77-95.

KLEUKERS, R., FONTANA, P. & ODE, B. (1997). Zeuneriana marmorata
(Fieber): an endemic bushcricket from the coast of the northern Adriatic Sea.
Atti Acc. Rov. Agiati, a. 247, ser. VII, vol. VII, B: 63-79.

MoRIN, D. (1996): Orthopteres des pyrenees orientales. 1.Contribution: Inven-
taire des insectes orthopteroides de la reserve naturelle de la foret de la
Massane. Bull. Soc. Linn. Bordeaux, 24: 91-103.

CEJCHAN, A. (1988): On the orthopteroid insects (s.l.) of the Bukovskeé Vrchy
Mts.(Grylloptera, Orthoptera s.str., Dermaptera, Dictuoptera: Blattodea).
Sbor. Narod. Muzea v Praze B, 44: 65-74.

WILLEMSE F. (1984):. Fauna Graeciae |. Catalogue of the Orthoptera of
Greece. Hellenic Zoological Society, Athens, |- XII, 1-275.

Platycleis (Modestana) kraussi is probably identical with Metrioptera kuntzeni
Ramme, 1931 (see NADIG, 1987).

MASSA, B. (1994): Su alcuni ortotteri poco noti delle isole mediterranee. Natu-
ralista sicil., S. IV, 18: 239-253

The identification of Platycleis intermedia according to morphological charac-
teristics is very difficult because of its similarity to Platycleis albopunctata
(Goeze, 1778) [including grisea (Fabricius, 1781) HELLER, 1988] (for a
discussion of this problem, see NADIG, 1987). However, the songs of the two
species are quite different (for reviews, see HELLER, 1988; RAGGE, 1990
[RAGGE, D.R. (1990) The songs of the western European bush-crickets of the
genus Platycleis in relation to their taxonomy (Orthoptera: Tettigoniidae). Bull.
Br. Mus. nat. Hist. (Ent.) 59: 1-35]). According to the bioacoustic data, Platy-
cleis intermedia is a mainly mediterranean species. All eastern records of P.
intermedia (up to Mongolia; HELLER, unpublished bioacoustic data) seem to
be misidentifications of Platycleis albopunctata.

The replacement name Platycleis (Tessellana) emrahi Kocak, 1984 instead of
Platycleis (Tessellana) tessellata was rejected by RAGGE (1990) [RAGGE, D.R.
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(1990) The songs of the western European bush-crickets of the genus Platy-
cleis in relation to their taxonomy. Bull. Br. Mus. nat. Hist. (Ent.) 59: 1-35].
Platycleis (Tessellana) vittata (Charpentier, 1825) will be proposed as a
nomen conservandum by K.-G. Heller and according to his opinion the use of
the replacement name Platycleis (Tessellana) veyseli Kocak, 1984 (Priamus
3: 169-170) should be avoided.

Because up to now no reliable characteristics have been found to separate
the genera Rhacocleis Fieber, 1853 and Pterolepis Rambur, 1839 (see
HELLER, 1988), here both are included under the name Pterolepis which has
priority.

GALVAGNI, A. (1976): Le Rhacocleis di Sardegna e Corsica con descrizione di
R. baccettiin. sp. € R. bonfilsi n. sp. (Orthoptera, Decticinae). Mem. Mus. Tri-
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vol. XXIV, B: 135-158.

STOLYAROV, M.V. (1981): New data on Tettigonioidea (Orthoptera) from the
Caucasus. Entomol. Rev. 60: 91-98. S. kerketa includes S. crassicerca
(Tarbinsky, 1940)

Rhaphidophoroidea:

i

BACCETTI, B. (1977): Notulae orthopterologicae 32. Una nuova specie di Doli-
chopoda raccolta all'isola del Giglio. Boll. Ist. Entomol. Univ. Stud. Bologna
31: 205-214.

WILLEMSE, F. (1984): Fauna Graeciae |. Catalogue of the Orthoptera of
Greece. Hellenic Zoological Society, Athens, I- XIl, 1-275.

KLEUKERS, R., VAN NIEUKERKEN, E., ODE, B., WILLEMSE, L.& VAN WINGERDEN,
W. (1997): De sprinkhanen & krekels van Nederland. Nationaal Natuurhisto-
risch Museum, Leiden. 1-415.

HARZ, K. (1986): Eine neue Hohlenheuschrecke fir Malta. Articulata 2: 260.
KoLLAROsS, D., PARAGAMIAN, K. & LEGAKIS, A. (1991): Revision of the genus
Troglophilus (Orthoptera, Rhaphidophoridae) in Crete, Greece. Int. J. Speleol.
20: 37-45. T. roeweri (Werner, 1927) and T. petrochilosi Boudou-Saltet, 1978
are synonyms of T. spinulosus.
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