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Check-List of European Orthoptera 

Heller, K.-G., Korsunovskaya, O., Ragge, D.R., Vedenina, V., Willemse, F., 
Zhantiev, R.D. & Frantsevich, L. 

Abstract 
List of all 974 recognized species of Ensifera (Tettigonioidea: 458, 

Rhaphidophoroidea: 44, Grylloidea: 91) and Caelifera (Tetrigoidea: 12, 
Tridactyloidea: 6, Acridoidea: 363) in Europe including information about their 

distribution. 

The Orthoptera are one of the most intensively studied groups of insects in Euro-
pe. As early as the middle of the last century the first comprehensive studies of 
all the European species were published (FISCHER 1853, FIEBER 1854). 30 years 
later these works were followed by BRUNNER von WATTENWYL'S (1982) 
"Prodromus der Europäischen Orthopteren", a very detailed study of all species 
described up to that time. The next pan-European study was by HARZ (1969, 
1975, 1976). Obviously by that time the knowledge of this group of insects had 
increased considerably, as can be seen by merely comparing the number of 
pages dealing with Orthoptera s.str. between BRUNNER von WATTENWYL'S study 
(376 pp) and that of HARZ (1782 pp). Counting species, the numbers of described 
species also nearly doubled during the time between these surveys (Fig. 1). 
However, after the publication of HARZ'S studies systematic research continued, 
resulting in the description of many new species and the reclassification of others 
(Fig. 1). The recent increase is based partly on the discovery of new species and 
partly on the inclusion of species that were previously overlooked. Only in a few 
groups of Orthoptera had most European species apparently been already disco-
vered (e.g. Bradyporidae; Fig. 1). In the following list we include all the species 
(in alphabetical order within each group) presently known to occur in Europe, to-
gether with rough information about their distribution. Subspecies are not listed 
separately. In addition, we indicate if a species has been recorded as pest and if 
it has to be considered as endangered. Contrary to the opinion expressed in 
many national "red lists", only very few species seem to be endangered at spe-
cies level. Even many local species occur in habitats not actually threatened. For 
many others the rareness seems to be more related to the rareness of 

orthopterologist than to that of animals. 
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Zusammenfassung 
Aufstellung aller 974 derzeitig anerkannten Arten der Ensifera (Tettigonioidea: 
458, Rhaphidophoroidea: 44, Grylloidea: 91) and Caelifera (Tetrigoidea: 12, 

Tridactyloidea: 6, Acridoidea: 363) in Europa mit Angabe der Verbreitungsgebiete. 



The checklist is based primarily on the systematic studies of BEY-BIENKO (1954, 
1964) and HARZ (1969, 1975, 1976), and on unpub l ished data by D R. RAGGE. In 
the list of references important systematic or faunistic papers are cited if they 
were published after the publication of the above mentioned studies or were not 
mentioned there. For the Tettigonioidea the papers listed are mainly those not 
mentioned by HELLER (1988), for the Rhaphidophoroidea those not listed by 
WILLEMSE (1984). The pest status is based mainly on references mentioned by 

MISHTSHENKO (see References) 
The different species numbers in the different regions (Tab. 1) can be explained 
mainly by the north-south gradient and by the size of the regions. In ail regions 
except the Balkan peninsula (region 9) the numbers of Ensifera and Caelifera are 
similar. In the Balkans, however, the number of Ensifera is distinctly larger than 
that of the Caelifera, mainly due to the high number of Tettigonioidea. The per-
centage of endemic species is also much higher in the Ensifera than in the more 
mobile Caelifera. 
During the preparation of large systematic reviews errors and inaccuracies often 
occur. We have tried to eliminate all mistakes, but we will be very grateful for any 
comments indicating errors or overlooked papers. 

Fig. 1: Increase in the number of recognized species of Orthoptera s.str. in Europe 
between 1750 and now and of Tettigonioidea between 1850 and now (based 
on LINNAEUS 1758, CHARPENTIER 1825, FIEBER 1854, BRUNNER VON 
WATTENWYL 1882, HARZ 1969, 1975, 1976, and this study) 
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Tettigonioidea: 

1. PEINADO, M.V. (1990): Tettigonioideos españoles (Ephippigerinae). Ph.D. 
Thesis. Univ. Complutense Madrid. 1-411. 

2. E.ephippiger includes also E. vicheti Harz, 1966 [DUIJM, M. (1990): On some 
song characteristics in Ephippiger (Orthoptera, Tettigonioidea) and their geo-
graphic variation. Netherlands J. Zool. 40: 428-453], See also ref. 3 

3. OUDMAN, L., DUIJM, M. & LANDMAN, W . (1990): Morpholog ica l and a l lozyme 
variation in the Ephippiger ephippiger complex (Orthoptera: Tettigonioidea). 
Netherlands J. Zool. 40: 454-483. 

4. Following the two studies mentioned below E. perforatus is considered to be 
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a distinct species [SCHMIDT, G.H. (1996): Biotopmäßige Verteilung und Ver-
gesellschaftung der Saltatoria (Orthoptera) im Parco Nazionale del Circeo, 
Lazio, Italien. Dtsch. Ent. Z. 43: 9-75. RAGGE, D.R. & REYNOLDS, W.J. (1998): 
The Songs of the Grasshoppers and Crickets of Western Europe. Harley 
Books. 1-5911. 

8. NADIG, A. (1994): Revision der Gattung Uromenus Bolivar, 1878 (Orthoptera: 
Ephippigeridae). Rev. Suisse Zool. 101: 919-1016. 

9. HELLER, K.-G. (1995): Erstnachweis von Uromenus maroccanus (Saussure, 
1898) in Europa. Articulata 10: 89-90. 

10. PFAU, H.K. & PFAU, B. (1995): Zur Bioakustik und Evolution der Pycnogastrinae 
(Orthoptera, Tettigoniidae): Pycnogaster valentini Pinedo & Llorente, 

1986 und Pycnogaster cucullata (Charpentier, 1825). Mitt. Schweiz, entomol. 
Ges. 68: 465-478. 

5. PFAU, H.K. (1996): Untersuchungen zur Bioakustik und Evolution der Gattung 
Platystolus Bolivar (Ensifera, Tettigoniidae). Tijds. voor Entomol 139: 33-72 
Platystolus seoanei (Bolivar, 1877) is a synonym of Platystolus selliger 
(Charpentier, 1825). 

6. BARRANCO, P. & PASCUAL, F. (1995): Descripción del macho de Steropleurus 
squamiferus (Bolívar, 1907) (Orthoptera: Ephippigerinae). Boln. Asoc. esp. 
Ent. 19: 53-62. 

7. LA GRECA, M. (1994): Ortotteri italiani nuovi o poco noti. Mem. Soc. entomol. 
ital., Genova, 72 (1993): 211-220. 

11. BARRANCO, P., AGUIRRE, A. & PASCUAL, F. (1996): Conocephalus urcitanus 
sp. nov., un nuevo tetigónido (Orthoptera, Tettigoniidae) de Almería, España. 
Bol. R. Soc. Esp. Hist. Nat. (Sec. Biol.), 92: 225-229. Conocephalus urcitanus 
is a junior synonym of Conocephalus concolor hispanicus Heller, 1988. 

12. NADIG, A. (1987): Saltatoria (Insecta) der Süd- und Südostabdachung der 
Alpen zwischen der Provence im W, dem pannonischen Raum im NE und 
Istrien im SE (mit Verzeichnissen der Fundorte und Tiere meiner Sammlung). 
I. Teil: Laubheuschrecken (Tettigoniidae). Rev. Suisse Zool. 94: 257-356. 

13. SCHMIDT, G.H. (1989): Faunistische Untersuchungen zur Verbreitung der 
Saltatoria (Insecta: Orthopteroidea) im tosco-romagnolischen Apennin. Redia 
72: 1-115. 

14. Kis, B. & VASILIU, M. (1970): Kritisches Verzeichnis der Orthopterenarten 
Rumäniens. Trav. Mus. Hist. nat. Grigore Antipa Bucuresti 12: 207-227. 



15. Rácz, I. (1992): Orthopteren des ungarischen naturwissenschaftlichen Muse-
ums, Budapest. I: Tettigoniidae. Fol. entomol. hung. 53: 155-163. 
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16. GALVAGNI, A. & FONTANA, P. (1993): Barbitistes vicetinus sp.n., dell'Italia 
Nord-orientale. Atti Acc. Rov. Agiati, a. 242 (1992), ser. VII, vol. Il, B: 199-
2 0 6 . 

17. INGRISCH, S. (1991): Taxonomie der Isophya-Arten der Ostalpen (Grylloptera: 
Phaneropteridae). Mitt. Schweiz. entomol. Ges. 64: 269-279. 

18. BAZYLUK, W. (1971): Prostoskrzydle (Orthoptera) Bieszczadów Zachodnich 
wraz z opisem Isophya posthumoidalis n. sp.. Frag. Faunistica 17: 127-159. 

19. BERG, H.-M., BIERINGER, G., SAUBERER, N. & ZUNA-KRATKY, T. (1996): Ver-
breitung und Ökologie der Großen Plumpschrecke (Isophya costata Brunner 
von Wattenwyl, 1878) an ihrem westlichen Arealrand (Österreich). Articulata 
11: 33-45. 

20. ZHANTIEV, R.D. & KORSUNOVSKAYA, O.: I. kalischevskii includes I. gracilis 
Miram, 1938 (as a subspecies) which is very similar in morphology and song 
and which has a parapatric distribution range (syn. n ). (unpublished data) 

21. Kis, B. (1994): Isophya dobrogensis, a new Orthoptera from Romania. Trav. 
Mus. Hist. Nat. Grigore Antipa 34: 31-34. 

22. NAGY, B. (1981): Az Isophya modesta Friv. (Orthoptera: Tettigoniidae) relik-
tum populációi Magyarországon. Fol. Hist.-nat. Mus. Matr. 7: 29-32. 

23. ZHANTIEV, R.D. & KORSUNOVSKAYA, O.: unpublished new distribution record 
from Northern Caucasus. 

24. Zhantiev, R.D. & Dubrovin N.N. (1977): Sound communication in the genus 
Isophya Br.-W. (Orthoptera, Tettigoniidae). Zool. Zh. 56: 38-51 

25. HARTLEY, J.C. (1986): Leptophyes bosci, espèce nouvelle pour la France 
(Orthoptera Phaneropterinae). L'Entomologiste 42: 39-40. 

26. STOROZHENKO, S. & GOROCHOV, A. (1992): Contr ibut ion to the knowledge of 
the Orthoptera fauna of the Ukrainian Carpathians (Orthoptera). Folia Entomol. 

Hung. 52 (1991): 93-96. 
27. HELLER, K.-G. & WILLEMSE, F. (1989): T w o new bush-cr ickets f rom Greece, 

Leptophyes lisae sp. nov. and Platycleis (Parnassiana) tenuis sp. nov. 
(Orthoptera: Tettigoniidae). Ent. Ber. (Amst.) 49:144-156. 

28. MESSINA, A. (1981): Sulle specie di Odontura del gruppo stenoxipha (Fieb.) 
(Orthoptera, Phaneropterinae). Animalia 8: 15-26. 

29. BACCETTI, B. (1991): Ricerche zoologiche della Nave Oceanografica 'Minerva' 
(C.N.R.) sulle Isole circumsarde. 10. Insetti ortotteroidei (Notulae 

orthopterologicae 49). Ann. Mus. Civ. Sto. Nat. "Giacomo Doria" 88 (1990-1991): 
403-479. 

30. PINEDO, C.M. (1986): Rehabilitación de Odontura glabricauda (Charpentier, 
1825) frente a Odontura spinulicauda Rambur, 1838 Eos, Rev. Esp. Entomol., 

62: 209-214. 
31. The status of Phaneroptera spinosa Bey-Bienko, 1954, synonymized with 

Phaneroptera gracilis Burmeister, 1838 by Ragge (1960: Proc. zool. Soc. 
London 134: 237-250), has to be investigated carefully. 

32. DOBOSCH, I.G. (1977): Poecilimon affinis Friv. - a new species of grasshopper 
for the USSR fauna. Vest. Zool. (Kiev) 1977: 86-87. 



33. HELLER, K.-G.: recorded in Greece (unpublished data) 
34. TUTKUN, E. & ÜNAL, G. (1986): Observations on the damage of Poecilimon 

anatolicus Ramme (Orthoptera: Tettigoniidae) in the northwest region of 
Anatolia. Turkiye bitki koruma dergisi 10: 93-98. 

35. TILMANS, J.F., WILLEMSE, F. & WILLEMSE, L. (1989): The Orthoptera of Mount 
Athos, Greece, with description of Poecilimon athos sp.nov. (Orthoptera: Tet-
tigoniidae). Ent. Ber. (Amst.) 49: 26-30. 

36. TUTKUN, E. (1981): A new grasshopper pest on cultivated crops in Turkey: 
Poecilimon bosphoricus Br.-Watt. (Orthoptera: Tettigoniidae). Turkiye bitki 
koruma dergisi 5: 83-89. 

37. POPOV, A. (1997): Poecilimon belasicensis nom. nov. (Orthoptera, Tettigoni-
idae). Hist. nat. bulgarica 7: 17-18. (Replacement name for Poecilimon bulgaricus 

Andreeva, 1980 which is a primary homonym of Poecilimon bulgaricus 
Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1891). 

38. WILLEMSE, F. & HELLER, K.-G. (1992): Notes on systematics of Greek species 
of Poecilimon Fischer, 1853 (Orthoptera: Phaneropterinae). Tijds. voor Entomol. 

135: 299-315. 
39. The status of Poecilimon ukrainicus Bey-Bienko, 1951 and Poecilimon matisi 

Maran, 1953, both synonymized with Poecilimon fussii by Harz (1969), has to 
be investigated carefully. 
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40. LIANA, A. (1978): Les Orthoptères (Orthoptera) dans les habitats xérothermiques 
du Plateau de Lublin. Frag. faunist. 23: 85-134. (in Polish) 

41. CHLÁDEK, F. (1980): Poecilimon intermedius (Fieb.) - neu für die 
Tschechoslowakei. Articulata 1(15): 152. 

42. NASKRECKI, P. (1991): Contribution to the knowledge of Orthoptera of Euro-
pean Turkey, with description of Poecilimon marmaraensis sp. nov 
(Orthoptera: Phaneropterinae). Priamus 5: 157-171. 

43. HELLER, K.-G. & REINHOLD, K. (1992): A new bushcricket of the genus Poeci-
limon from the Greek islands (Orthoptera: Phaneropterinae). Tijds. voor Entomol. 

135: 163-168. 
44. CEJCHAN, A. (1987): Notes on the orthopteroid insects (s.l.) of the Slanske 

Vrchy Mts. (Grylloptera, Orthoptera s.str., Dermaptera, Dictyoptera: Blattodea). 
Sbor. Narod. Muzea v Praze B, 43: 59-62. 

45. PRAVDIN, F.N. (1987): Relict grasshoppers (Orthoptera, Tettigonioidea) of 
Middle Asia and their probable origin. Entomol. Obozr. 66: 544-554. 

46. GALVAGNI, A. (1990): Il genere Ctenodecticus Bolivar, 1876, nelle sue specie 
de Sardegna, di Sicilia e dell'Africa Maghrebina. (Orthoptera, Decticinae). 
Ann. Mus. civ. Rovereto, Sez.: Arch., St., Sc. nat. 5 (1989): 219-254. C. boli-
vari includes C. siculus Ramme, 1927). 

47. BARRANCO, P. & PASCUAL, F. (1992): Descripción de una nueva especie del 
género Ctenodecticus Bolívar, 1876 de Serra da Estrala (Portugal). Bol. Soc. 
Portuguesa Entomol. Supl. 3, 279-288 (Actas do 5. Congreso Ibérico de 

Entomología. Vol. I). 
48. INGRISCH, S., WILLEMSE, F. & HELLER, K.-G. (1992): Eine neue Unterart des 

Warzenbeißers Decticus verrucivorus (Linnaeus 1758) aus Spanien (Ensifera: 
Tettigoniidae). Entomol. Zeitschr. 102: 173-182. 



49. While the South European forms formerly included in Metrioptera fedtschenkoi 
clearly belong to Metrioptera roeselii (see HELLER, 1988), this may be not 

true for all of the South East European and especially the Caucasian and 
central Asian forms. 

50. SCHMIDT, G.H. (1998): Metrioptera (Vichetia) helleri sp. n. (Ensifera: Tettigoniidae) 
aus Bulgarien. Articulata 13(1): 11-17. In song pattern M. helleri is very 

similar to Metrioptera tsioranni (F. Willemse, unpublished data). 
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51. OLMO-VIDAL, J.M. (1992): Metrioptera marítima sp.n. de decticino de la penín-
sula ibérica (Orthoptera, Tettigoniidae). Eos, Rev. Esp. Entomol., 68: 115-
120. 

52. CHERNYAKHOVSKIY, M.Y. (1994): Fauna and ecological distribution of Orthoptera 
in Northern Ossetia. Entomol Rev. 73: 103-111. 

53. Kleukers, R., Van Nieukerken, E., Odé , B., Willemse, L. & VAN WINGERDEN, 
W . (1997) : De sprinkhanen & krekels van Nederland. Nationaal Natuurhisto-
risch Museum, Leiden. 1 -415 . 

54. MORIN, D. (1994): Contribution au catalogue des insectes orthoptères de la 
Gironde. Bull. Soc. Linn. Bordeaux, 22: 77-95. 

55. KLEUKERS, R., FONTANA, P. & ODÉ, B. (1997): Zeuneriana marmorata 
(Fieber): an endemic bushcricket from the coast of the northern Adriatic Sea. 
Atti Acc. Rov. Agiati, a. 247, ser. VII, vol. VII, B: 63-79. 

56. MORIN, D. (1996): Orthoptères des Pyrénées orientales. 1. Contribution: Inven-
taire des insectes orthoptéroides de la reserve naturelle de la foret de la 
Massane. Bull. Soc. Linn. Bordeaux, 24: 91-103. 

57. CEJCHAN, A. (1988): On the orthopteroid insects (s.l.) of the Bukovské Vrchy 
Mts. (Grylloptera, Orthoptera s.str., Dermaptera, Dictyoptera: Blattodea). 
Sbor. Narod. Muzea v Praze B, 44: 65-74. 

58. WILLEMSE F. (1984): Fauna Graeciae I. Catalogue of the Orthoptera of 
Greece. Hellenic Zoological Society, Athens, I- XII, 1-275. 

59. Platycleis (Modestana) kraussi is probably identical with Metrioptera kuntzeni 
R a m m e , 1931 (see NADIG, 1987). 

60. MASSA, B. (1994): Su alcuni ortotteri poco noti delle isole mediterranee. Natu-
ralista sicil., S. IV, 18: 239-253 

61. The identification of Platycleis intermedia according to morphological charac-
teristics is very difficult because of its similarity to Platycleis albopunctata 
(Goeze, 1778) [including grisea (Fabricius, 1781) HELLER, 1988] (for a 
discussion of this problem, see NADIG, 1987). However, the songs of the two 
species are quite different (for reviews, see HELLER, 1988; RAGGE, 1990 
[RAGGE, D.R. (1990) The songs of the western European bush-crickets of the 
genus Platycleis in relation to their taxonomy (Orthoptera: Tettigoniidae). Bull. 
Br. Mus. nat. Hist. (Ent.) 59: 1-35]). According to the bioacoustic data, Platy-
cleis intermedia is a mainly mediterranean species. All eastern records of P. 
intermedia (up to Mongolia; HELLER, unpublished bioacoustic data) seem to 
be misidentifications of Platycleis albopunctata. 

62. The replacement name Platycleis (Tesselana) emrahi Kocak, 1984 instead of 
Platycleis (Tesselana) tessellata was rejected by RAGGE (1990) [RAGGE, D.R. 



(1990) The songs of the western European bush-crickets of the genus Platycleis 
in relation to their taxonomy. Bull. Br. Mus. nat. Hist. (Ent.) 59: 1-35], 

63. Platycleis (Tesselana) vittata (Charpentier, 1825) will be proposed as a 
nomen conservandum by K.-G. Heller and according to his opinion the use of 
the replacement name Platycleis (Tessellana) veyseli Kocak, 1984 (Priamus 
3: 169-170) should be avoided. 

64. Because up to now no reliable characteristics have been found to separate 
the genera Rhacocleis Fieber, 1853 and Pterolepis Rambur, 1839 (see 
HELLER, 1988), here both are included under the name Pterolepis which has 
priority. 
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65. GALVAGNI, A. (1976): Le Rhacocleis di Sardegna e Corsica con descrizione di 
R. baccettii n. sp. e R. bonfilsi n. sp. (Orthoptera, Decticinae). Mem. Mus. Tri-
dentino. Sci. Nat. 21: 41-72. 

66. BACCETTI, B., MASSA, B. & CANESTRELLI, P. (1995): Dermaptera, Isoptera, 
Blattodea, Mantodea, Phasmatodea, Orthoptera. In: Arthropoda di Lampe-
dusa, Linosa e Pantelleria (Canale di Sicilia, Mar Mediterraneo). Naturalista 
Sicil. 19 (suppl.), 163-194. 

67. GALVAGNI, A. (1985): Il genere Pterolepis Rambur, 1838, nelle sue specie 
dell'Africa minore e della Sicilia. Atti Acc. Rov. Agiati, a. 234 (1984), ser. VI, 
vol. XXIV, B: 135-158. 

68. STOLYAROV, M.V. (1981): New data on Tettigonioidea (Orthoptera) from the 
Caucasus. Entomol. Rev. 60: 91-98. S. kerketa includes S. crassicerca 
(Tarbinsky, 1940) 

Rhaphidophoroidea: 

1. BACCETTI, B. (1977): Notulae orthopterologicae 32. Una nuova specie di Dolichopoda 
raccolta all'isola del Giglio. Boll. Ist. Entomol. Univ. Stud. Bologna 

31: 205-214. 
2. WILLEMSE, F. (1984): Fauna Graeciae I. Catalogue of the Orthoptera of 

Greece. Hellenic Zoological Society, Athens, I- XII, 1-275. 
3. KLEUKERS, R., VAN NIEUKERKEN, E., ODÉ, B., WILLEMSE, L. & VAN WINGERDEN, 

W. (1997): De sprinkhanen & krekels van Nederland Nationaal Natuurhisto-
risch Museum. Leiden 1-415 

4. HARZ, K. (1986): Eine neue Höhlenheuschrecke für Malta. Articulata 2: 260. 
5. KOLLAROS, D., PARAGAMIAN, K. & LEGAKIS, A. (1991): Revision of the genus 

Troglophilus (Orthoptera, Rhaphidophoridae) in Crete, Greece. Int. J. Speleol. 
20: 37-45. T. roeweri (Werner, 1927) and T. petrochilosi Boudou-Saltet, 1978 
are synonyms of T. spinulosus. 



Grylloidea: 

1. In recent years some new classifications of crickets have been proposed 
[OTTE, D. (1994): Orthoptera species file 1: Crickets (Grylloidea). The Orthopterists' 

Society & Academy of Natural Sciences Philadelphia, Philadelphia. 
1-120. GOROCHOV, A.V. (1995) System and evolution of the suborder Ensifera 
(Orthoptera). I + II. Proceedings of the Zoological Institute 260: 1-224, 1-213. 
Russian Academy of Sciences. DESUTTER, L. (1987) Structure et evolution du 
complexe phallique des Gryllidae (Orthoptéres) et classification des genres 
neotropicaux de Grylloidea. I .Teil. Annls. Soc. ent. Fr. (N.S.) 23: 213-239] 
We follow GOROCHOV (1995), who presented the most conservative classifi-
cation. For synonyms check OTTE (1994). 

2. SCHMIDT, G.H. (1989): Faunistische Untersuchungen zur Verbreitung der 
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